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“Communication - the human connection - is the key to personal and career success.”
-- Paul J. Meyer.

I am excited to be your student’s teacher for Public Speaking One. I have a teaching certification in both English and Communications but throughout the year I wear several hats: teacher, wife, mother, Christian volunteer, NHS Advisor, and coach. The following information explains my expectations for the semester. Please read through the information carefully, then sign the contract along with your student and return the form back to school. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me through the main office at Sterling Heights High School or via email at huyghe@wcskids.net . My preparation hour during the school day is fourth hour. There is an Edmodo group, a remind text option, and a Quizlet set up for the course should you and your student like to participate. I look forward to meeting you at the open house in September and/ or parent-teacher conferences in November.
A. Curriculum Goals

· Learning to appreciate communication purposes and theory through the course text and other supplemental materials online.

· Understanding the science behind vocal resonance & respiration for speech.
· Accurate knowledge of content specific vocabulary and concepts.

· Experience and appreciation for different skills, strategies and techniques in writing and presentation. 

· Formal Experiences with expository speech: introduction, informative, compare/ contrast, & process.

· Informal experiences with argument through advertisement and media literacy.

· Better communication of ideas through individual and cooperative practice.

· Increased self-awareness, self-concept, self-esteem, and goal-setting.
· Building comfort and/ or relief from anxiety/fear of speaking in front of others.

· Exploration of four parts of communication: listening, observation, speaking, and judgement.

· Experience with all five levels of communication. (intrapersonal, interpersonal, public, group, & mass).
· Learn about, create, practice, & perform with effective visual aids

· Understanding and appreciation for diverse audiences in presentation

· Effective application of the two roles for every student: speaker & audience.
· Ease in communication skills for listening and conversation

· Practical communication skills for everyday life, college, and/ or career.

· Practice evaluating performance experiences for self and peer.

*Grades

· Calculated using Power School Teacher (a WCS Board approved format). 
· Homework, Journals, Feedback writing + Participation: 25% 
· Quizzes, Word wall, & Presentations: 75%
· Extra Credit opportunities will include written experiences with drama, speaker lecture, speech competition, or other presentation through the school district, local universities, and/or area venues. *Citizenship Coupons
B. Materials Needed

· 3 ring binder with 5 tabs: chapter/ vocab/ journals/ writing/ reference)
· loose-leaf paper or notebook

· blue or black ink pens, erasable is preferred

· #2 pencils

· Required Text: Speech for the Effective Communicator, second course
· Headphones
Optional Extra Credit Items: bring in one item for 5 extra points—max 15 points

· 1 Set of 4-6 different colored highlighters

· 1 Set of Colored Pencils or crayons

· 2-4 Glue sticks
· 1-2 pair (s) small, safety Scissors

· 1-2 box (es) of Kleenex/ tissue (square or rectangle)
· 1 6-8oz. Hand Sanitizer

· 1 Clorox/disinfectant Wipes (75 count)
C. Environment in the Classroom

The formula for success in class is R+R+T=C, otherwise known as Respect + Responsibility + Tolerance = Citizenship

Respect: showing of high regard, consideration, or politeness.  Students will be expected to show respect toward themselves, their family, heritage, peers, community, and staff.  Students will be taught what is expected of a respectful audience and held accountable.
Responsibility:  Use your agenda daily to organize commitments and assignments. Be prepared for class: materials and completed work. Participate in the classroom activities and discussion. Take an active role in your own education. Participation doesn’t me perfection; it simply means using a growth mindset. Responsibility also requires the students to document information used in papers rather than to plagiarize. 

Tolerance: Follow the “golden rule”.  Every class will work in diverse levels and settings.  Flexibility, open-mindedness, patience, & tactful honesty are all attributes that will benefit the student.  

Citizenship: Students will be rated each quarter by their actions in class.  In my class, the student citizenship rating will be based upon how well the above ideals are accomplished by a student: “O” for outstanding, “S” for satisfactory, “N” for needed improvement, and “U” for unacceptable.
D. Attendance/ Absent/ Late Work
See the WCS Code of Conduct for more information.
· Citizenship Coupons: a sheet of four coupons given at the beginning of each quarter in place of passes.  Each coupon can either be turned in for passes (non-emergency) or kept for extra credit.   Two passes may be used for a completed late assignment or a tardy.
E. Student-Parent Contract

Now that you have read the information in the packet carefully, both the student and parent or guardian are asked to sign below as verification they have read and agree to the terms and conditions of the class.  If the contract is not filled out or signed, a conference by phone or in personal will be requested.  Please sign and detach this page, returning it to the teacher. Students will have one week to accomplish this task.

Printed Student Name:       _______________________________________________
_____ I plan on enrolling in our Remind and/or Edmodo.com group 

_____ I do not plan on enrolling in the Remind and/or Edmodo.com group

My decision to enroll in Public Speaking is _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I _________________________________, a student at Sterling Heights High School, agree to uphold the following expectations: 

· taking an active role in my own education,

·  following the rules presented to me by the teacher and the school administration, 

· organizing my materials and assignments, usage of my school agenda, 

· participation in class with a punctual and prepared manner,

·  maintaining a satisfactory citizen mark or higher for the semester, and 

· to further my education by asking questions when I am confused about instruction or assignments given by the teacher.

Student Signature



Printed Name


Date

Printed Parent/ Guardian Name: _____________________________________________

_____ I plan on enrolling in our Remind and/or Edmodo.com group 

_____ I do not plan on enrolling in the Remind and/or Edmodo.com group

I _____________________________________, a parent or guardian of the named student, agree to uphold the following expectations:

· support the rules and regulations of the class through out the semester

· encourage my son/ daughter in their educational process

· model organization of commitments, and work through use of a calendar or agenda

· encourage my son/ daughter to participate in class

· promote and encourage punctual, prepared attendance in class each day

· encourage satisfactory and outstanding citizenship

· support my ward/ son/ daughter’s education by asking questions, contacting teachers, getting involved in the school community, and attending parent-teacher conferences

Parent Signature


Printed Name



Date

