Silent Sustained Reading- Book Review
Name ___________________________________________________________

Title ____________________________________________________________

Author __________________________________________________________

Completion Date __________________________________

Level of Reading Estimate __________________________________

PART ONE (everyone completes this step) Write answers in five complete sentences and 
in paragraph format.
1. If you were to rate your book using a number system from 1-10, with one being the worst and ten being the best, how would you rate your selection? Be specific with your explanation/ justification for your rating. Would you recommend this selection to another student? Why or Why not?
2. Summarize your selection. 
PART TWO- A (if you read a selection with a full plot line such as a novel or play, you 
complete this section. If you read a collection, or a non-plot-centered selection, 
complete B.)
Directions:  After reading each question carefully, choose three of the following


 question selections to complete. Answer each question using a minimum of five

 complete sentences in paragraph format. Provide examples and justification from 
your reading. 
1. Describe the character/ person who changed the most from the beginning of the book to the end of the book.  Explain the change, what caused it, as well as how it influenced the storyline.
2. Describe a minor character/person in the book that had major importance. Explain the character’s significance.

3. Describe the main character for the selection, or one of the major characters.  Do not choose the same character from question #1 if you answered.  Be specific about the character by description of physical traits, actions, dialogue, interaction with other characters, & motivation.

4. Describe one major external conflict found in your selection. Describe one major internal conflict found in your selection. Explain how the conflict influenced the character, story, and relevancy.
5. Evaluate the ending of the book.  Considering how the book unfolded, is it an effective ending? Why? Why not? If you could write another chapter, what would have happened?

6. People can pull advice for real life out of reading material. Describe one “imaginative rehearsal” that a modern reader might take from this book. Explain how that lesson or advice is developed. Think theme: insight about life expressed through the writing.
7. Explain the significance of the title. Offer evidence from the selections to support your insight.
PART TWO- B (collections of writing)
Directions: After reading each question carefully, choose three of the following question 
selections to complete. Answer each question using a minimum of five complete

 sentences. Provide examples from your reading. 

1.  Is there an overall message or theme for the collection? What overall message or theme does the collection express? How does the author (s) commit to/ express the message throughout the collection?
2. Evaluate the collection as a whole.  Is the compilation of work reflective of the author’s style, voice, and purpose or just one of many facets? Explain the relationship or lack of relationship between entries
3. In the collection, which entry is your personal favorite? Why? Support your opinion with examples.
4. What was the worst entry in the collection? Why was it lacking in quality?
5. Explain the significance of the title for the entire collection or for one of the entries in the collection.

6. Did you learn and/ or grow from reading the collection or was it for pure enjoyment? Explain. Use examples to support your opinion.
7. Explain the writing structure for collection or one of the entries in the collection. Does it classify as a drama, short story, poetry, etc…? Explain how the collection is organized, and exemplifies the genre.
